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POISONING OF STOCK
By P. B. LEWIS, Veterinary Surgeon
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"V/J OLYBDENUM has been found beneficial in parts of the State used as a fertiliser
•*•*•*• constituent for pasture. It is only needed in small quantities and should not be
used at a greater rate or more frequently than is recommended.
Excess molybdenum in the feed may
affect cattle, sheep and goats. Foals
nursed on mares fed on high molybdenum
diets have shown signs of poisoning.
Broadly speaking the element has the
effect of depressing the ability of a n
animal to use copper in the feed, and also
appears to cause the movement of the element phosphorus from the bones causing
rarefication and weakening of them.
Various symptoms have been ascribed to
molybdenum poisoning and may vary
from unexplained poor performance, particularly of young stock, to severer conditions with scouring, emaciation, weakness, painful joints, etc.
Other effects described have been:—
(1) Change of the normal gait of
mature animals to a "pacing"
gait. Both legs of the same side
of the animal move forward together.
This is painful to the
animal.

(2) Ends of the long bones, particularly of young animals, are enlarged, resembling rickets.
(3) In older animals the weakening of
the bones causes a tendency to
frequent fractures.
(4) There appears to be a tendency
for an increase in the percentage
of abnormal calves born. These
may be premature (7 to 8 months).
(5) In severe poisoning, sterility occurs in both males and females,
and apparently this is permanent
in the case of the bull. In the case
of the female there is a failure to
come into season which can be
corrected by copper supplements.
(6) In some cases sudden death due
to heart failure has been blamed
on excess molybdenum causing a
copper deficiency.

FREE SERVICE TO FARMERS
Do yon know that the Department of Agriculture provides a comprehensive
service of advice and technical assistance to farmers, free of charge?
When in need of advice, get in touch with your District Officer whose name and
headquarters township will be found in the list of Departmental personnel on Pages
266 and 267.
These officers are there to help you and will make personal visits to your property
to assist with on-the-spot advice. In addition, they will, where necessary, arrange
for the services of specialist officers—all without cost to you.
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SICKLE ©BRAND

t o control
KEDS & LICE

DOUBLE
ACTION
Powder dip
Arsenic and Rotenone combined to
control Keds and Lice at one dipping. "Double Action" mixes easily
in hard or soft water . . . thoroughly
penetrates the fleece. In new moisture-proof 101b. packs, makes 110 gals.

PARADIP
Liquid dip
Also Arsenic and
Rotenone. No mixing . . . just pour it
in your dipping
bath.
Effectively
controls keds and lice. Wets fleece
rapidly . . . thoroughly. One 4-gal.
drum makes 1,000 gals, of wash. 1gal. cans also available.

ijBRAND L i q u i d Dips :
ROTALENE: treats ltchmite, controls Keds and Lice.
ALDRENE: controls Keds, Lice and Blowfly.
GAMALENE: controls Keds and Lice only.
ALL THESE DIPS RETAIN THE NATURAL
"TIP".
Obtain supplies from your Local Agent or enquire from

WESTRALIAN FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE LTD.
569 Wellington Street. Perth. BA 0191
Manufactured by Commonwealth Fertilisers & Chemicals Ltd., 65 William St., Melb.
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